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ADVANCE HEALTH CARE PLANNING 

 Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health: 
(1) Are any of the processes being considered by this Parliament in the Acts Amendment (Advance Health 

Care Planning) Bill 2006 already in operation at Fremantle Hospital through the Respecting Patient 
Choices program that was launched in February? 

(2) How many staff at the hospital have been trained to implement the program? 
(3) How many patients have signed the program’s equivalent of the bill’s advance health directive? 
(4) Will the minister table a copy of the document being used for these directives by the end of today’s 

sitting? 

Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) Parliament is considering a statutory scheme to enable an adult, while competent, to set out in writing in 

an advance health directive the treatment that he or she will consent to or refuse consent to if, in the 
future, he or she is unable to make reasonable judgments about that treatment at the time that it is 
required.  Under the scheme a health professional would be obliged to comply with a valid advance 
health directive.  The Respecting Patient Choices program at Fremantle Hospital promotes a document 
called the advance care plan statement of choices, which can be completed by a patient as a means of 
expressing his or her wishes as to future medical treatment.  The statement of choices is intended as a 
guide only for future medical decision making should the patient lose the ability to make or 
communicate medical treatment decisions. 

(2) Fremantle Hospital has trained 65 staff to take on the role of Respecting Patient Choices consultants. 
(3) As at July 2006, in excess of 210 patients have been introduced to the program, and more than 

34 statements of choices/advance care plans have been documented. 
(4) Yes.  I table the document. 

[See paper 1773.] 
 


